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Mixed reaction to new confessional rite 


Southern Cross Reporter 


Since the new confessional option went 
into effect last February, there has been 
mixed reaction among parishioners and 
priests around the San Diego diocese. 


The new rite gives the penitent the option 
of sitting down in a room in a face-to-face 
Situation with the priest, or continuing the 
‘traditional method by kneeling before a 
screen, anonymously. 


A CHECK with a half-dozen pastors 
around the diocese revealed that generally 
children and young people like the new rite; 
the older people prefer the old way. 


And while generally praising the new rite, 
several pastors said it presents problems in 
the time taken by individual penitents and 
people waiting. : 

Father Edward A. Dubel, CR, pastor of the 
church of the Resurrection in Fontana, said 
the older people of his parish are just not 
accepting the new confessional. 


“WE HAVE a great number of retired 
persons in the parish, and I’d say only two 
have availed themselves of the new rite,”’ che 
: cae “Td say the reception has been poor.” 


isgr 
ee gave a similar report: 
parishioners don’t want it, and some haven’t 
gone to confession since the new ‘practice was 
started. They prefer the box, but the kids i in 
school took to it right away.” 


Father Edward Brockhaus, pastor of Our 
Lady of Angels in San Diego, said there was 
general acceptance in his parish. 


**l THINK they like the new rite, but still a 
lot of them go behind the screen—about half, 
I'd say,’’ said Father Brockhaus. ‘‘There is 
no apparent division by age. Surprisingly, 
many of the older parishioners like the 
face-to-face situation.”’ 


Msgr. William Spain, pastor of St. James 
church in Solana Beach, said he had found no 
negative reaction. 


“It seems well received, particularly by 


parents of young children and the children 
themselves,’’ he commented. ‘‘The number 
coming is about the same as before.”’ 


‘““YOUNG PERSONS are using the new 
confessional more than the older people,”’ 
said Father Donald Webber, pastor of St. 
George church in Ontario. “It’s a slow 
process. First the kids avail themselves of it 
and then some of the older persons,’’ he 
added. 


One pastor in the North San Diego County 
area who asked that his name not be used 
said: “‘It isn’t very well received. They’re 
scared of it. About 60 to 70 percent of my 
parishioners are elderly retired, and they 
don’t want to change.”’ 


Father Webber, whose Ontario parish has 
about 1,600 families, said the new confes- 
sional ‘‘presents difficulties in the time it 
takes and for those kept waiting.”’ 


MSGR. O’NEILL said the new rite is ‘ ‘very 
slow’’ and that the number of those coming 
to confession has dropped considerably. For 
that reason, he termed it ‘‘a little bit 
impractical, * adding, ‘‘People like to talk 
and it’s hard to cut them off.’’ 


How do the priests themselves like the new 
confessional? 


7, 


Patrick O'Neill, pastor at St. 
‘The older 


“Tl like it, even though the people tend to 
go on and on and have to be redirected back 
to their purpose for being there, ”” said Father 
Brockhaus. 


“BUT PD SAY there is a better quality of 


cconfession,’’ he added. ‘“‘It is. more 


thoughtful and less mechanical.’’ 


He said the new rite enables a priest to get 
closer to the problems which are more easily 
articulated by the parishioner. 


**My own reaction is positive,’’ said Msgr. 
Spain. ‘‘However, both priests. and _par- 
ishioners need a period of indoctrination.”’ 

HE SAID whether the new rite is more 


effective depends a lot on the priest. 
‘Parishioners use discretion in whom they 


Kon at s : James, 
Re Beach, _where 


confess to, and a priest should be both 
approachable and available,’’ he said. 


“In the new rite the people are better 
prepared to receive the sacrament,’’ said 
Father Webber. ‘‘In that sense, it is a better 
confession. ”’ 


“It tends to become a counseling session, 
like with a psychologist,”’ said Father Dubel. 
*“‘They want to talk, and it takes time.’’ But 
he added that priests can be of more help in 
the face-to-face situation. 


‘| LET THEM talk, cry if they want to, and 
they feel better,” he commented. “‘It is very 
rewarding.”’ 


“They seem to want uounceiae rather 
Turn to page 3 
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TeleNews 


The Massachusetts Supreme 
Judicial Court has ruled that “brain 
death’’ will be used to define death 
in homocides, not the traditional 
cessation of heartbeat and respira- 
tion. 


One option facing the Church of 
England’s general synod in Novem- 
ber is restoration of a permanent 
diaconate as a ministry in its own 
right. 


In an attempt to break an impasse 
blocking formation of a government, 
three Dutch parties have agreed to 
write a new abortion law by the end 
of 1978...) 


Sister Doris Englehard, 28, beat 
out 26 men to gain her master 
brewer’s diploma and become 
Germany’s youngest master brewer. 


Leaders in Panama and the U.S. 
have called the Panama Canal issue 
one of the most explosive in recent 
times,~and have urged that diplo- 
macy be used to avoid confrontation. 


An illegal. Catholic periodical in 
Lithuania published a telegram from 
four Soviet prisoners to President 
Carter praising his stand on human 
rights. 


Abortions on District of Columbia 
women forged ahead of liye births in 
1976. 


Cardinal John Dearden of 
Detroit smiles as he is back in 
his office after a heart attack 
four months ago. But doctors 
have put the 69-year-old cardinal 
on a restricted work schedule. 
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The Carter administration plans to 
establish a 35-million-ton-grain-re- 
serve, some of which would be used 
for dealing with future world food 
shortages. 


At least 10 ABC affiliate stations 
have refused to air the fall series 
SOAP and some advertising has 
been withdrawn, leaving the pro- 
gram only partly sponsored for the 
first two or three episodes. 


A U.S. district judge in Ohio has 
refused to block enforcement of the 
Hyde amendment, a federal law 
barring the use of federal funds for 
abortion except to save a mother’s 
life. 


There were 386,025 Catholics in 
Japan’s population of more than 110 
million as of last Dec. 31, the 
Japanese Catholic News Agency 
reported. 


Over opposition, officials at 
Bridgeport, Conn., plan to start 
compulsory courses in English for 
Hispanic welfare recipients who lack 
skills in the language. 


The first international Mass in 
what is to be a monthly series for the 
benefit of pilgrims from around the 
world was celebrated in St. Peter’s 
Basilica in the Vatican Aug. 29. 


Lay teachers went on strike in 19 
of Pittsburgh, Pa., diocese’s high 
schools Aug. 29 after failing to agree 
on a new contract. 


President Carter has proclaimed 
the week of Sept. 11 as National 
Hispanic Heritage Week, and has 


asked that appropriate ceremonies 


be observed. 
People 

Cardinal Timothy Manning of Los 
Angeles has been named a member 


of the upcoming world Synod of 
Bishops by Pope Paul, according to 


_ Vatican Sources. 


Archbishop Marcos G. McGrath 
of Panama City has warned against 
blind rejection of the proposed 
Panama Canal treaty. 
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Bells are missing from some of the signs marking California’s El 


Camino Real, the route taken by Franciscan missionaries in establishing 
the 21 missions. Franciscan Father Hilary Hobrecht, pastor of the Old 
San Miguel Mission, looks at a bell outside the mission which has not 


fallen prey to souvenir collectors. 


Father Basil van Rensburg and 
three. Catholic nuns were arrested 
Aug. 25 in an illegal procession in 
downtown Cape Town, South Africa. 


Pope Paul got a first-hand report 
on religious life in Poland Sept. 2 
from :-Cardinal John Cody of Chicago 
and about 15 others returning from 
an 11-day visit to Poland. 


Gov. Brendan Byrne of New 
Jersey on Aug. 25 signed into law 


two bills to assist students in the 
state’s nonpublic schools. 


Father Theodore V. Tack, a 
56-year-old Kansan, was re-elected 


superior general of the Augustinian‘ 


Fathers Sept. 2 during the order’s 
general chapter in Rome. 


Cardinal Joseph Hoeffner of 
Cologne, Germany, will visit Ger- 
man soldiers stationed in El Paso, 


Tex., Sept. 8. - 
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- Bishop announces 


Jesuit will head 
_ diocesan schools 


Southern Cross Reporter . 


A Jesuit priest from Marquette University in Wisconsin, 
has been appointed by Bishop Leo T. Maher to be diocesan 
superintendent of schools. 


He is Father John D. Cuddigan, SJ, who has been academic 
dean, Wheeling College, West Virginia, until May 1977 and is 
a member of the Wisconsin Province of the Society of Jesus. 


FATHER CUDDIGAN has held several posts in high school 
and college educational centers, including Creighton 
University, Omaha, Neb., Rockhurst College, Kansas City, 
Mo., and Marquette. 


His educational credentials include a Ph.D. in European 
history from the University of Minnesota, his M.A., S.T.B. 
and B.A. from St. Louis (Mo.) University. 


Bishop Maher said Father Cuddigan will replace Father 
Ronald Mendonca who took leave of absence in August. 


THE SUPERINTENDENT of schools operates within the 
diocesan total educational office which is headed by the 
episcopal vicar for education, Father Peter Covas, CSSp, with 
Dr. Robert Peer as coordinator. - 


Father Cuddigan told SC that recent studies have 
confirmed that the laity ‘‘now place an even higher value on 
Catholic education than before Vatican Il.’’ 
~HE ALSO SAID that it has also been shown that the 
Catholic who receives a Catholic education is usually more 
active in Church matters. 

The new superintendent was born in 1929 in Minneapolis, 
Minn., and was ordained to the priesthood in 1962 at the 
completion of his Jesuit training. 


Bishop Leo T. Maher welcomes the new diocesan 
superintendent of schools Jesuit Father John D. 
Cuddigan. 


Pastors named for three parishes 


Three pastors and six Father Gustavo Benson 


changes in associates are 
announced by Bishop Leo T. 
Maher. He has also appoint- 
ed a secretary for Auxiliary 
Bishop Gilbert Chavez. 


has been appointed secretary 
to Bishop Chavez and is 
moving from St. Mary Star of 
the Sea, Oceanside, to Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, San 


B ino. 
The three pastors are ernardino 


Father John Keenan, who _ Fis 
moves from St. Thomas Who has been working in the 


Indian Mission, Fort: Yuma, office of radio and TV for the 
to St. Pius X, Jamul; Father diocese, has been appointed 
Vincent Waiches to St. associate at Our Lady of 
Joseph, Holtville and Father Grace, El Cajon. 

John Wheeler to St. Thomas, 


Father Eugene Fischer, 


Full list of appointments 


Fort Yuma. will be found on page 11. 
Reactions to new confessional rife 
From page 1 


than confession,’’ said Msgr. O’Neill. ‘For that, l’d as soon 
have them come to me in the office. 1 can’t see the new way 
achieves any more than we did before.”’ 


Most of the pastors said they have given instruction on 
several occasions regarding the new rite, and that they 
emphasize it is optional. 


SEVERAL ALSO report that periodic communal penance 
services are held which, in some instances, help break down 
barriers to using the new rite of reconciliation or penance. 


These services are not all the same. The rite provides 
prayers, litanies and suggested scripture readings but leaves 
the leaders of the services free to make their own format. 


At certain times, such as before Easter or Christmas, 
several parishes combine to share penance services so that 
immediately following the service, or as part of it, several 
priests are immediately available for individual private 
penance for the assembled crowd. 


ee 


VIETNAM FEAST 


Sunday was the feast of the 
Vietnamese martyrs and 
about 1,000 Vietnamese 
Catholics attended celebra- 


tions at St. Joseph 
Cathedral, San _ Diego, 
where Bishop Leo T. Maher 
was principal concelebrant 
at the Mass honoring the 
day. The bishop greeted 
the crowds in procession as 
they carried banners, 
above, and the relics of the 
martyrs, below, followed by 
a traditional Vietnamese 
painting of Christ, around 
the cathedral before the 
_Mass.—SC photos © 


Holy Rosary reaches 50 


Golden jubilee Mass scheduled Oct. 30 


Southern Cross Reporter 


SAN BERNARDINO—If 
you were around when Holy 
Rosary parish here was 
formed SO years ago, Father 
Philip Straling would like to 
know you. 


He is the pastor of the 
church on Arrowhead Ave- 
nue here which for half a 
century—a year for every 
Hail Mary in the rosary it 
commemorates—has _ been 
the spiritual haven to thou- 
sands of families. 


PARISHIONERS at _ the 
time of the founding of the 
parish—the feast of the Holy 
Rosary, Oct. 7, 1927—are 
invited to attend a special 
golden jubilee Mass and 
reception on Sunday, Oct. 
30. 


The third oldest church in 
this city—Our Lady of 
Guadalupe and St. Ber- 
nardine preceded it—is also 
the center for a _ parish 
evangelization program. un- 
der a fulltime coordinator, 
according to Father Straling. 


Sister Joan Krogmeier 
came to the parish in June to 
set in motion a total parish 
operation which includes a 
census and an assessment of 
peoples’ needs. 


‘AT PRESENT we are 
training people on the parish 
team,’’ said Father Straling. 
**Soon we will issue registra- 


tion cards to catch those who 
come regularly to church.”’ 


This will be followed, he 
indicated, by teams going 
from door to door throughout 
the parish to uncover poten- 
tial parishioners, lapsed par- 
ishioners and others who for 
one reason or another have 
“fallen away’’. 


‘*We will also take note of 
those who are not Catholics 
and who may be in need of 
help,’’ said Father Straling. 


WHAT THEY expect to 


SOAP: no 


Southern Cross Reporter 


The ABC-TV series SOAP 
has ‘‘no redeeming quality 
whatever’’ according to 
Msgr. | Brent Eagen, chan- 
cellor of the San Diego 
diocese. 


Following a preview of the 
first three episodes last 
week, Msgr. Eagen said, 
“There is no basis for 
comparing the series with All 
in the Family. There is no 
redeeming quality in the 
script nor in the talent. 


“It is so poorly presented 
that it does not rate any 
approval even in an artistic 
sense,”’ he said. ‘‘It should 
be called SEX instead of 
SOAP.”’ 


find are people with mar- 
riage problems keeping them 
from the Church, youth who 
have no regular connection 
with church activity, the 
numbers of Spanish-speak- 
ing people needing special 
attention, and the aged. 


As part of the evangeliza- 
tion program the parish has 
created a ministry center, the 
old convent, where liturgy 
and religious education pro- 
grams under Sister Peggy 
Ramsden and Sister Beverly 
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Defibaugh respectively will 
be offered. 

“SISTER Beverly will be 
concerned with the total 
teaching mission, from CCD 
to schools to parents,’’ said 
Father Straling, ‘‘while Sis- 
ter Peggy is responsible for 
school Masses, parish litur- 
gies, the baptismal program 
and an information forum.”’ 

The parish founded SO 
years ago is undergoing a 
renewal program of notable 
dimensions as it moves 
towards the century mark. 


redeeming qualities 


He said that there is no 
indication, at least in the 
early episodes, of any moral 
retribution. But, he added, 
“the quality of the whole 
thing is so poor I wonder if it 
will last.”’ 


The communications com- 
mittee of the San Diego 
County Ecumenical Confer- 
ence issued a statement after 
the preview which said: 


“Rather than finding 
SOAP to be the innovative 
new show of the season, we 
find it to be a bland carica- 
ture of the various and 
sundry disintegrations of 
society. 

“It exploits, distorts and 
trivializes the complexities of 
a changing morality and 


ethical structure which so 
many people in our society 
already find ambiguous.” 


They add: “‘We do not 
believe the amoral presenta- 
tion of marriage and family 
life lives up to the sensitivity 
called for in the NAB 
(National Association of 
Broadcasters) code.’’ 


The committee did, how- 
ever, state that ‘SOAP has 
its moments of good humor 
and triggered outbursts of 
laughter.” 


Channel 10, KGTV, the 
ABC affiliate in San Diego, 
decided to run the series at 
the time scheduled by. the 
network. 

(See Talking Point, page 
8.) 
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The Pope speaks 


Papal responsibility 


The papacy is a mystery, understood only by 
God, whose burdens are frightening to bear. |! 
cannot explain this to you. But | feel it. This 
idea is not a symbolic invention nor is it a 
gratuitous effort to explain away certain things. 
It is a truth and the foundation of world unity. 


Who is Peter, who is the Pope? I can’t give 
you an adequate answer. It is greater than me 
and our capacities to understand things of a 
divine nature. 


I must be the one in your midst who salutes 
you, blesses you, and reminds you about your 
Christian vocation and your destiny which 
transcends this short, troubled existence. 


The mystery of Peter [the papacy] lies deep 
in the secret thoughts of God. Our mission is 
partly to help the Church become missionary. 


Jesus does not want spiritually sedentary | 


followers. He wants them in motion over the 
face of the earth. Neither human respect nor 
spiritual indifference nor indiscrete prosyletism 
must characterize the Christian. 


Christ set his followers on fire with 
movement and he stirred up their hearts so that 
they must always be on the move. And what is 
their motor? The Church.—To a general 
audience. 


W ork—hope of the world 

Unemployment is a most difficult problem 
but it requires a solution. Blessed are those 
who devote talent, money, commitment to it. 
‘We all must be allied with the one who works to 
give useful, wholesome, disciplined work to the 
new generation. The hope of our world i is bound 
up with that. 


Work is the program, both personal and 
collective, of humanity. It is necessary to accept 
it, to want it, to promote it with all our 
intelligence, with all our commitment. 


An idle life is nothing and so also is the life 
that unloads every effort on the shoulders of 
someone else.—To a general audience. 


We were talking 


A time to keep 


by Michael Newman 


Cut some Sunday Masses, says Pope 


In all too many churches around the country the 
gathering for some Masses on Sunday is scarcely 
more than just that—a gathering. In -some 
churches, particularly larger ones,- with several 
Masses, about 50 people foregather for Mass, lost 
in a sea of empty pews which could contain 
hundreds more parishioners. 


Now Pope Paul VI has commented on. this 
factor— which no doubt affects Italy as much as it 
does parts of the U.S. The Pope, in a message to a 
recent liturgical congress, said: ‘‘Sunday liturgical 
assemblies are so much more penetrating when 
they are well attended, well put together and 
pastorally alive.’’ 


He reminded Catholics that Church law 
encourages ‘‘the possible reduction of the number 
of Masses so that the formation of assemblies 
which are numerous and striving to work together 
might be advanced, thus avoiding dividing and 
dispersing the community.’’ He encouraged 
‘“‘healthy_experimentation’’ with ways to celebrate 
Sunday as well as the renewal of Sunday Vespers 
celebrations. 


Putting together the annual Diocesan Directory 
for this year—it’s due for publication Sept. 29—we 
noticed few, if any, deletions in Mass times from 
around this diocese. We still seem wedded to the 
idea of providing several Masses for the different 
liturgical tastes, even though some may not be too 
well attended. 


Blessing for the Church 


Few people would be prepared to deny the fact 
that great, simple and deep faith is expressed by 
the Hispanic communities, particularly our own 
Mexican-American. The recent Encuentro in 
Washington, D.C., where representatives from the 
Hispanic communities met to air their needs and 
feelings, was healthy for them and for the Church 
in general. The movement, as our own Bishop 
Gilberto Chavez said, is ‘‘a blessing for the U.S. 
Church.”’ 


The Pope, in addressing them by radio from 
Rome, spoke of the ‘‘legitimate pluralism’’ within 
which we are all charged to build unity. The eight 
Hispanic bishops of the U.S., including our own 
Bishop Chavez, issued a message denouncing 
“institutional and personal racism both from within 
and from without the Church.’’ ~ 


Choirs and choirboys 


Talking with Father Nicolas Reveles about the 
Catholic Choral Society he has formed—and for 
which auditions are being held this coming 
weekend—we found a mutual regret in the passing 
of male voice choirs. It is rarely these days you hear 
an-all-male voice choir, largely because there are 
few boys trained sufficiently well in such music. 


As the product of an English choir school —where 
you earned your education by singing in a noted 
choir—1! look back with happiness and thanks at 
those long hours of practice and the training in 
music we received. It was not always so at the time, 
but in retrospect | can see how fortunate we were. 


Each day at school had a morning and an 


afternoon 50 minutes of choir practice. Every 
Sunday before Mass we practiced for an hour with 


the men singers, then sang a full High Mass, 
followed by a 90-minute practice. Then Sunday 
evening the boys practiced scales for 30 minutes 
before the. Vespers or Office service. A total of 
nearly 12 hours a week in practice, plus services 
which ran for at least another two and a half hours. 


The choir schools have all but died out. One of 
the finest all male choirs still to be heard is that 
of Kings College Chapel, Cambridge, England. In 
recent years they have had a-superb boy soloist. 
But as with all boys’ voices, they change as boy 
gives way to youth. Most boys in the U.S. are 
taught quite wrongly to sing from the throat. That’s 
no place for a treble voice to be. 


Notre Dame and Catholicity 


My recent remarks about Notre Dame,- South 
Bend, Ind., and its apparent Catholicity of purpose, 
brought reminders from readers that'the university 
was under attack a few years ago for having on 
campus speakers who were opposed to the general 
pro-life stance of Catholics. Father Theodore 
Hesburgh, CSC, president, replied to the local 
Bishop Leo Pursley’s adverse comments thus: 


“If this country is to find a better legal policy and 
practice in the matter of abortion...it.would appear 
fairly obvious that we must discuss our differences 
with those who have promoted the present 


situation. If intelligent Catholics had held such - 


discussions in the past, instead of mainly talking to 
themselves, we might not now be in the present 
deplorable situation.’’ (1973). 


Views antipathetic to Catholicism on any Catholic 
campus are always a source and a cause of concern. 
Discussion is one thing, but allowing anti-Catholic 
views to be taught is quite another. That is the 
problem for Catholic campuses. The University of 
San Diego had a problem with a biology professor 
who was teaching what purported to be biology but 
was actually a course in deviant sex in recent times. 
When it was discovered it was stopped. Campus 
freedom to seek the truth need not become campus 
freedom to teach what you like. 


Hypocrisy of politics 


While the Washington week has been filled with 
tributes and parties for the communist dictator of 
Panama, Gen. Omar Torrijos, in honor of the 
Panama ‘Canal agreement, the situation in southern 
Africa, which might benefit from a little of the same 
treatment, deteriorates. 


It is fashionable this week for the President of the 
United States to give hospitality to one of the most 
inhuman oppressors in the world—Gen. Torrijos— 
but not to give the time of day to people like lan 
Smith of Rhodesia or John Vorster of South Africa. 


In any survey of oppressive regimes, Panama 
ranks among the worst, alongside Russia, whereas 
Rhodesia is a shining light of freedom by 
comparison. 


But there are no parties along the Potomac for 
Smith or the black leaders in his country who would 
work. with him to find a way out of present 
pressures. But, then, Smith has no canal, and 
Rhodesia has long been a ‘‘safe’’ political football, 
where you earn votes at home by kicking Rhodesia 
around, abroad. 


by Enid Lanyon 


We were talking...about the various 
ways we identify ourselves and how 
chary.we are these days of claiming to 
be Catholic—or Roman Catholic— 
“rather than the less specific term, 
Christian. 


And yet, of any definition of 
religious affiliation, probably 
“Christian’’ is the least helpful, the 
least revealing, in these days of broad 
acceptance of the word. What, | 
wonder, would a stranger to our world 
understand to be the qualifying 
characteristics of a Christian? 


APART FROM belief that Jesus 
Christ lived and died and rose again 
and was the Son of God, what is there 
in our lifestyle, our attitude towards 
other men and women, that would 
readily identify us as Christian? Do we 
share a common kind of mind-set and 
code of behavior? 


There are, we say, Christians and 
Christians! In the very early days of 
the Church, it seems to have been a 
lot easier to recognize a person as 
Christian or not. They were people 
who moved against the mainstream of 


Who do men say we are? 


the society of their time and found joy 
and purpose in the midst of 
persecution and discrimination. 


They were the crazy people who 
really did count the world well lost for 
love—of Christ—and did not value 
personal possessions or status. They 
were a people possessed by an inner 
conviction, an inner joy and a 
certainty of the triumph over good and 
evil, that seems to have evaded us in 
Jater centuries. 


THEY WERE a people, St. Paul 
indicates, who in every way, every day 
of their lives celebrated the joy of the 
Good News of redemption. Peace and 
joy were their passwords and cele- 
bration their lifestyle. 


They were intoxicated by the 
knowledge that Christ is risen, 
mankind is assured of salvation, God 
loves and we shall live—forever. 


. There is no doubt that their presence 


and their beliefs made a_ vital 
difference in their world. 


Celebration was the key. That is 
what Christians are called to do. As 


individuals, men and women, minis- 
ters and religious, our vocation is to 
celebration. 


AND BY ITS nature, celebration 
leads to ministry and ministry to 
self-donation—to community and har- 
mony. Christianity is first and for all 
time a doctrine of joy and peace and 
love. The word ‘‘celebration’’ means 
to observe with respect, praise and 


joy, to proclaim and extol! 


Reading the newspapers, watching 
television, the question so often asked 
and pondered, seems more urgent 
today. Why, after 2,000 years of 
Christianity and the movement of 
millions of Christians through the 
world, have we made so little impact 
upon the world that it is in the state it 
is today? 

| think it is because, quite early in 
our historical development, we forgot 
that our purpose is celebration. And 
even when we have remembered—or 
been reminded—we have transformed 
it into a public ritual, a liturgy, rather 
than the personal imperative it is 
meant to be. 


MOST OF THE time, when we find 
our public worship ineffective or 
uncommunicating, it is because as 
ministers or participants we lack the 
sense. and practice of personal 
celebration of the meaning of Christ. 


It seems to me that the whole 
revolution of Vatican II centered on 
this need to return to the concept of 
celebration. The need was not for a 
new emphasis, new ministries, new 
understanding, but a return to the 
old—a return to that original Christian 
impetus towards celebration. 


Christ can and must be celebrated 
to the full in ordinary day to day living 
of his community, if we. are to be 
worthy of his name. 


This is our service, our ministry, to 
celebrate his Good News in every 
aspect of life and to encourage others 
who share our lifestyle, our problems, 
our relationships, joys, pressures 
opportunities, to recognize that this 
element of continuing personal cele- 
bration is the hallmark of committed 
Christian life. 
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‘I read your column A time to keep (SC, 
Aug. 25) and I was amazed to read the short 
paragraph you headed ‘‘Triumvirate of 
awesome power’’. 


1 was most surprised by your reference to 
the Nixon Compound. Just how in heaven’s 
name can you still attribute to the former 
president awesome power? Do you have 
secret information that our president and 
military should know about? 


Surely, there is no basis for your reference 
to Nixon. I think your Christian charity has 
been replaced by personal “‘pique’’ in his 
regard. : 


Regarding the: Marines at Camp Pen- 
dleton, what are you driving at? Would you 
abandon their ‘‘awesome’’ power, and thus 
weaken our coastal defenses? 

San Onofre does have awesome power and 
I am sure our government has taken every 
possible precaution to safeguard our lives. 

Why didn’t you add a remark about the 
earthquake area of San Andreas fault, or 


even of any disastrous act of God that may 


‘occur? 

; Lloyd J. Klassen 
3 5 ; Chula Vista 
[Nuclear, presidential and military power 
make an ‘‘awesome”’ triumvirate in any 
estimates of ‘‘power’’. It’s worth pon- 
dering.—Ed] f 


“We must pray the Mass’ 


Periodically there have been complaints 
about the Mass. Naturally, people differ in 
what they prefer. But how can they complain 
when you can hear the Mass in a language 
you can understand? 


Opinion 


What makes ‘awesome’ power? Do people really listen to the words of the 


THERE IS A PLACE THATS "<0 26 
HOT AND TERRIBLY UNCOMFORTABLE = 
WITH MANY POOR SOULS WHO 
ARE WAITING FOR 


DELIVERANCE / 


Mass or do they close their minds because 
there is or isn’t music? 


. For me, one of the most beautiful lines 
comes when. the priest or deacon adds the 
water to the wine in the cup and says, 
“Through the mystery of water and wine 
may we come to share in the divinity of 
Christ who humbled himself to share in our 
humanity.”’ 


We can aspire to share in the divinity of 
Christ who humbled himself to become man 
to give us example and show us the way and 
give us the Holy Eucharist and the other 
sacraments to give us grace which helps us 
toward that divine life of Christ. 


The words may be the same each day for 
much of the Mass but there is so much 
beauty in all of it. Who advocates reading 
scripture in lieu of going to Mass has missed 
the real significance of the Mass. It is 
scripture put in action and worship. 


But we-cannot attend as observers. We 
must participate in that action and worship. 
We must not just read, we must pray the 
Mass in a loving community of brothers and 
sisters with a common Father—Our Father 
in heaven. ~ 


So, let us not be complainers. The devil : 
loves dissension. The Holy Spirit brings 


unity and positive action. There are enough 
Sunday Masses in each parish that the 
people can plan liturgies to please different 
groups and these can be scheduled. But 
these are externals. The internals of the 
Mass haven’t changed, but they do require 
greater participation by the lay people. 
Lorraine Cardin 
Riverside 


HARTSON’S 
AMBULANCE SERVICE 
280 8111 
Serving the entire San 
Diego city and county 
area, from 8 locations. 


CENTURY 
UPHOLSTERY 


Sofa & Chair 
upholstered 
as low as $39.50 
labor with our regular 
priced fabric. 


4270 UNIVERSITY AV. 
SAN DIEGO 92104 


280-4800 


BINGO FOR PARISHES 


Knights of Columbus 


Cordially invites you to their 
_ ANNUAL BENEFIT 


for the DIOCESAN MEDIA CENTER 


Dinner e Drawing e Dance 


Date - Oct. 1, 1977 
Place - Royal Inn at the Wharf 
Cocktails - 6:30 p.m. 
Dinner - 7:30 p.m. 


Donation - $60 per couple 


For ticket information call: 
Bob Dover 223-8832 or 222-3047 
Donald Hartleben 453-1858 
or any Knights of Columbus 


POWAY 


CORONADO LA JOLLA (S.D.) NATIONAL CITY 
SACRED HEART MARY STAR OF THE SEA ST. ANTHONY'S 
PARISH HALL PARISH HALL PARISH HALL 
C Ave. at Seventh St., 7727 Girard Ave. 426-18TH ST. 

FRI. 7:00-9:00 p.m. TUES: 7-9:30 p.m. SAT. 7-9:30 p.m. 
lic. #611 Lic. # 3391 


SAN DIEGO 


SAN DIEGO 


ST. GABRIEL'S 
TENNAQUA HALL 
12730 Elm Park Ln. 


SUN. 6:30 p.m. > 
Lic. # BOO4 


Lic. #609 


SAN DIEGO 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
PARISH HALL 

Hawk & Fort Stockton - 
TUES. 6 :30-10:00 p.m: 

Lic. #606 


SAT 7 p.m. 


Lic. # B 014 


BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CHURCH HALL 

El Cajon and El Cerrito Dr. 
FRI. 7:00 p.m. 


SPRING VALLEY 


SANTA SOPHIA 
PARISH HALL 
9800 San Juan St. 


Doors open 5:30 p.m. 


ST. AUGUSTINE HIGH 
SCHOOL GYMNASIUM 
(Bancroft & Palm Ave.) 
3266 Nutmeg St. 
Sat. 7 p.m. 


Lic. # 637 


Reserved for — 
your parish 
Bingo details 
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All letters for publication should be 
addressed to Opinion Forum, Southern 
Cross, P.O. Box 81869, San Diego, CA 
92138. 

Letters must be signed, but name of 
sender will be withheld on request. 
Unsigned letters will not be published. 
Writers are asked to keep their views 
within 200 words. 


Saddened by changes 

1 find it is necessary to respond to the 
article ‘‘Reader misses statues’ (SC, Aug. 
18). 

Yes, I suppose contemplating on the Lord, 
the crucifix, and the angels and saints is a 
form of nostalgia. It all goes back 2,000 
years. Some nostalgia! 


Does it occur to you that the lack of 
reverence and respect that you bemoan 
might be related to the denuding of the 
churches and altars? 


The official Church policy has allowed 
many options and too many Church officials 
in their local option have changed simply 
because they were embracing change, in an 
endeavor to be the first to show the “‘modern 
Church. This is appalling. 

The article speaks of fire hazard of lighted 
candles and of the vandals who cause 
damage. 

The early Church had many truly great 
disasters with vandals. It seems we will need 
to face up to these problems and not allow 
fear to change the course of our religious 
practices and our deeply ingrained faith. : 

1 am saddened by the changes. 


Ruth E. Mass 
San Diego 

Dignity official replies 
In response to Carol Inacio’s letter (SC, 
Aug. 18): : 
Many people are perturbed when indivi- 
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Boy/FOR A MINUTE THERE | 
THOUGHT HE WAS TALKING 
ABOUT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


duals who are considered a minority choose 
to stand up and be counted. Those of us who 
are both ‘‘gay’’ and ‘‘Catholic’’ know we 
have an inherent ‘‘Dignity.’’ This is our God 
given privilege—just as it is yours. 


- What you quote from the Bible (Romans 
1:24-32) is subject to interpretation ac- 
cording to the research of biblical scholars. 
The homosexual condition is in fact as 
natural as the heterosexual condition. 


Granted the former condition applies to a 
smaller percentage of people, yet it too is a 
part of God’s creation. 


When we speak of ‘‘...exchanged the 
natural use (of his or her body) for that which 
is against nature...’? we must understand 
what is natural to each specific person. 
Being ‘‘gay’’ is not unnatural, nor perverse 
nor evil in itself any more than being 


"blue-eyed or left-handed are wrong. 


So when you hear or read that Catholic gay 
people are celebrating their human Dignity, 
try not to be perturbed. Try to understand 
that this a celebration of God’s life within us 
for which we are truly happy. It takes a long 
time to unlearn the prejudicial attitudes of 
many years toward gay people. 


Walter A. Kay 
Dignity of San Diego 
Spring Valley 


[It should be pointed out in response to the 
writer’s observations that Bishop Maher has 
written this on the subject: ‘Some 
psychologists, and even theologians using 
questionable psychological theories, have 
begun to give approbation to homosexual 
relations between certain persons. They do 
so in clear and direct opposition to the 
constant teaching of the Magisterium and to 
the clear moral sense of Christian 
peoples.’’ See also page 9 for report of 
Vatican action over priest’s views on 
homosexuals.— Editor] 


Aninvitation to College Students 7 
and High School Seniors: 


There is a Maryknoll 
missioner in Los Angeles 
ready to talk to you 

about your career as 

a missioner Overseas. 

From his experience in career guidance throughout 
the United States, Father Harper is qualified to help 
you evaluate your prospects for success and happi- 
ness in a mission career overseas. Mail the coupon 


to Father John Harper, or telephone him to arrange 
a career interview in the Los Angeles area. 


Mail the coupon or phone to arrange a career interview. 


To Father John Harpers 


Maryknoll Missioners 
745 West Adams Bivd., Los Angeles, Ca. 90007 e Phone (213) 747-9676 


Please arrange an interview for me to discuss my career as a Maryknoller. 


NAME 
ADDRESS _ 
CITY STATE ZIP CODE 
AGE PHONE CLASS 
* SCHOOL YEAR OF GRADUATION 
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How can we alert 


the youth of today 
to their urgent call? 


By Michael Warren 


‘“‘What’s the matter with our young 
people?’’ the new pastor asked. 


I reflected on this man’s concern about 
awakening the young to Christian faith, but 
he didn’t seem to know where to begin. Then 
I asked myself what my convictions were 
about the process by which youth move 
toward conversion to the person of Jesus. 

I BELIEVE the process of awakening faith 
is basically the same today as it was when 
the Church began. Those early Christians 
believed Jesus was present in their midst. In 


coming together to break bread, they 


experienced the presence of the Holy 
Mystery. 

Their joy was intense. They determined to 
pattern their lives after Jesus’ life: they 
sought out the outcasts, the weak and 
powerless, the bruised and maimed. Their 
faith in Jesus, joy, and service to the poorest 
were major signs giving credibility to their 
claims. 

They awakened others’ faith by the depth 
of their own faith and their service to others. 
This was the powerful sign par excellence; 
the life of an entire group who centered on 
Jesus and his way. Their way of life was 
shocking in the sense it woke others up to 
ask about their ‘‘secret.’’ 


SO TO ANY community wishing to hand 
Christian faith on to the young, I would say: 
Take your own faith seriously.. Allow 
yourselves to undergo the continual conver- 
sion that is needed in following Jesus’ way. 


Ask yourselves: How much astonishing 
joy is present in our worship? What sort of 
commitment to the powerless does our 
community have? Before asking when young 

people will wake up to Christian faith, ask: 
Are we as a community awake, or are we half 
asleep? 


In the earliest communities members were 


encouraged to give an account of their faith 


in Jesus as their own. So filled were they 
with joyful faith that they struggled to find 
images and symbols to express what was in 
some senses inexpressible.. They were 
unafraid to speak about their experience of 
the Lord Jesus. ; 


THE NEW TESTAMENT is their legacy to 
us. What they handed on was not something 
from a text or the belief of an unidentifiable 
abstraction called ‘‘The Church.’’ 


What they shared was the community’s 
faith, certainly, but as it had intersected 
their own lives, as it had become their own 
personal secret. 


This sort of sharing gradually became 
formalized in the role of the mystagogue, 
who was the person who led the newly 
baptized more deeply into the secrets of the 
Holy Mystery revealed in Jesus. Again, the 
mystagogue invited those being instructed 
to share in his/her own personal piety and 
experience of Jesus. 


IN MY SEARCH for adults to minister to 
youth, I have found numberless persons 
willing to share material in some religion 
text. However I have met far too few willing 
or even able to let the Christian mystery 
come to personal word. 


They had little ability to share their own 
experience of the Gospel, their own journey 
to faith. Such sharing was either too difficult 
or too threatening. It would have involved 
much more than ‘“‘looking over the next 
lesson.’ It would have involved much prayer 
and reflection as part of the immediate 
preparation of a ‘‘lesson.’’ 


1 wanted to tell our new pastor that young 
people are asking the same question Jesus’ 
followers asked him at the start of John’s 
Gospel: ‘‘Master, where do you live’’ many 
young people have been awakened to a 
desire to know Jesus better. 


THE SAD PART is that far too few adult 
Christians are willing to respond with the 
answer of Jesus himself: ‘‘Come, | will show 
you. Come, I will show you where I love and 
even live there with you. Come, I invite you 


to share something of my life.’’ = 


There is no simple way of leading young 
people to conversion; there are no neat 
formulas, no simplistic catechism answers. 
And yet the basic way of sharing one’s 


experience is not all that complicated, once - 


an adult community has truly awakened to 
the Gospel. Such a community seems to be 
the key and thus where our attention should 
be. 


BIBLE READINGS AT MASS 
Sunday, September 11—Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14; 1 Timothy 1:12-17; Luke 15: 1-32 or 15:1-10.(133) 
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ST. PAUL—Father John J. Castelot writes, while on the road to Damascus, ‘“‘had an 
experience which changed the whole course of his life. The risen Christ appeared to him 
in a blinding vision. With this vision came the realization that the people he was 
persecuting were not blasphemers but were actually worshipping the Lord in glory.’’ 
Saul the Pharisee became Paul the Apostle in this scene depicted by Bro. Eric de 


Saussure from the Taize Bible.—NC photo. 


The lion of God 


A man of deep passion, 
loving, but able to hate 


By Father John J. Castelot 


Saul the Pharisee, Christian persecutor, 
became the individual - most actively 
responsible for the initial spread of 
Christianity. He was born about the 
beginning of the first century in Tarsus of 
Cilicia, modern Turkey. 


Tarsus, an important commercial city, was 
also a renowned center of Greek culture, 
considered by many as second only to 
Athens for work in philosophy and the arts. 


BY BIRTH circumstances, Saul was 
subjected to various influences which were 
to form a highly complex personality. As a 
devout and intelligent Jew, he spoke 
Aramaic and developed a deeply biblical 
mind-set. 


As a native of Tarsus, he was a Roman 
citizen by birth, spoke and wrote Greek with 
ease and eloquence, and was no stranger to 
Greco-Roman culture. 


While still a young man, he went to 
Jerusalem to pursue higher studies as a 
rabbi. Under the tutelage of excellent 
teachers, he became quite proficient. But his 
intellectual genius and accomplishments 
were more than matched by his zeal for the 
religion of his forefathers. 


- THIS ZEAL led him to persecute the 
infant Church. When we first meet Saul, he 
is assisting in the martyrdom of Stephen 
(Acts 7:58), and then directly harassing the 
local church (Acts 8:1-3). Many Christians, 
however, had fled the persecution and Saul, 
undaunted, set out to track them down, even 
as far as Damacus in Syria. 


Suddenly, while he was on the road to 
Damascus, he had an experience which 
changed the whole course of his life. The 
risen Christ appeared to him in a blinding 
vision. 

With this vision came the realization that 
the people he was persecuting were not 
blasphemers but were actually worshipping 
the Lord in glory. 


SAUL ALSO gained an insight into a 
reality which would become fundamental in 
his teaching the oneness of Christ and the 
Christian. For in answer to his question, 
“‘Who are you, sir’’ the voice answered, ‘“‘I 
am Jesus, the one you are persecuting. Get 
up and go into the city, where it will be told 
you what to do’’ (Acts 9:5-6). 


So important a turning point was this in 
his life and the life of the Church that it is 


recorded three times in Acts (chapters 9, 22 
and 26). 


Saul the Pharisee was now Paul the 
Apostle, an indefatigable preacher of the 
Good News. However, his stature as an 
apostle could easily blind us to his stature as 
a man, and we would be all the poorer for 
that. 


PAUL WAS an authentic human being, an 
intense person, a man capable of the deepest 
emotions, from consuming hatred all the 
way to consuming love. 


Only a man filled with hate, no matter how 
self-righteous, could have hunted down men 
and women as he did the first followers of 
Christ. Only a man on fire with love for the 
Lord and for people could have sacrificed 
everything and endured so much for their 
sake. 


In his three missionary journeys he walked 
about 1,200 miles, founding churches 
throughout what are now Turkey and 
Greece. For his own account of the hardships 
he endured, read 2 Corinthians 11:23-33. 


‘IN THE MIDST of this record he reveals 


his overriding concern and love for his 


converts: ‘‘Leaving other sufferings unmen- 


tioned, there is that daily tension pressing - 


on me, my anxiety for all the churches. Who 


is weak that | am not affected by it? Whois — 


scandalized that I am not aflame with 
indignation?’ (2 Corinthians 11: 28-29). 

Yes, love had replaced hatred in his life, 
but he could still get angry, especially if his 
children in Christ were threatened by 
anyone in any way. His letter to the 
Galatians is firmly seething with indigna- 
tion. 


Still, for all the strength of his emotions, 
he could address his converts with the 
tenderness of a mother (Galatians 4:19; 1 
Thessalonians 2:7) or the strong love of a 
father (1 Thessalonians 2:11). 


HOW MOVING these lines from Philip- 
pians: ‘‘God himself can testify how much | 
long for each of you with the affection of 
Jesus Christ! (Philippians 1:8)... 


“For these reasons, my brothers, you 
whom I so love and long for, you who are my 
joy and my crown, continue, my dear ones to 
stand firm in the Lord’’ (Philippians 4:1). 


This great heart stopped beating when, 
according to tradition he was beheaded 
during the persecution of Nero in 64 or 67 
A.D. His love knew no limits. 


: be joined by a variety of talented writers. 2 
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Ring the bell, wake the town, tell the people! 


We have Good News 


By Father Alfred McBride, 0 Praem 


So many people today itch to depress us 
with bad news that it is-a pleasure to recall 
the first summer’s breath of good news that 
burst from the original members of the 
Christian Church. 


The world, then as now, was getting and 
spending and laying waste its powers. The 
joyous Christians, washed in the Spirit of 
God’s fire, poured out of that supreme 
House of Prayer, the Room of Pentecost, 
irrepressibly eager to tell the world about 
Jesus. 


PENTECOST MARKED the beginnings of 
the evangelization of the world and remains 
the celebration of the birthday of the 
Christian Church. No one should forget the 
contrast of that eventful day. 


To a world without God, ever committed to 
doom and pessimism because the anchor of 
meaning has been lost, the first evangelizers 
proclaimed limitless hope, a literal rainfall of 
meaning, and the impregnable assurance of 
salvation. 


Acts records Peter delivering the first — 


Christian sermon callifig people to re- 
pentance for their sins and beliefs in the 
saving power of Christ’s- death and 
resurrection. The miracle of faith touched 
3,000 converts that day. 


FROM JERUSALEM the faith in Jesus 
spread to Antioch. Then, under the 
command of that marvel of a man, St. Paul, 


the Gospel touched hearts in Aisa Minor, . 


Corinth, Athens, Ephesus, Thessalonica, 
Colossae, Malta till it came at last to the 
imperial city of Rome. 


Paul set the pace for the evangelization 
endeavor. And he invented a method to 


stabilize the new communities of faith in a | 


manner to be imitated ever since. Beginning 


each new city with the Jewish believers, | 


Paul then turned to the Gentile potential. 


Paul knew he could not rely on the 
enthusiasm of the first encounter. Faith, 
born in a moment of religious and liberating 
ecstasy, would unfortunately grow cold with 
time’s passage. 


HENCE PAUL insisted on some rudimen- 
tary institutional forms: a leadership group, 
regular worship meetings, a systematic 
effort to apply the new Gospel principles to 
fresh dilemmas, and lastly, international 
supervision and encouragement by him 
through the mails. To this last administra- 
tive detail we owe the precious heritage of 
his epistle—and the treasures of the other 
New Testament letters as well. 


What was so_ striking about this 
evangelization? Why did it touch so many 
when there were the existing treasures of 
the Jewish prophets and the Greek 
philosophers? What was there in Jesus’ 
message that seemed more moving than the 


grandeur of Isaiah or the wisdom of Plato? — 


Both the prophets and the philosophers 
had stood for the nobility of the human 
spirit, the quest for justice and the need for 
meaning either from the light of faith or of 
reason. 


LOOK FOR the answer in the central 
message of salvation from sin, the 
impregnable: assurance of divine forgive- 
ness. The prophets thundered against sin 
and injustice but were comparatively weak 
on the question of forgiveness of sins, 
despite their inspiring visions of the time of 
reconciliation in the messianic era. 


The Greeks sang hymns to the life of 
virtue, but doomed man to rescue himself 


from his own sins. Prophets dimly saw the 
dream of forgiveness in their messianic 
intuitions. ° 

Greeks darkly sensed the ideals but made 
salvation a human effort. But ordinary 
people everywhere realized they needed 
forgiveness for their sins and knew they 
were helpless to do it themselves. 


THE CHRISTIAN evangelists joyously 
declared Christ’s Easter victory over evil. 
They spoke directly to ‘the sources of 
sorrow—sin, guilt, death—as roots of the 
absurdity and despair bent on depressing all 
people. 

For the first time in history they could tell 
the world with marble-like certainty that sin 
and death were finally overcome due to the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. 


They upheld the cross so that people 
might see the deep humility and humanity of 
God. They planted the banner of Easter so 
that people might see the reality at last of a 
life drenched with the beauty of forgiveness 
and filled with the promise of ultimate self 
fulfillment. 


THE PROPHETS had hoped for divine 
forgiveness. The Greeks yearned for the 


_ exaltation of human self fulfillment. In the 


paschal mystery, announced by the evan- 
gelists, these two hungers found a happy 
realization. Sin can be forgiven. Sustained 
virtue can be achieved. 


Small wonder the power of the Gospel 
awoke the most responsive chord imaginable 
in hearts all over the ancient world and in the 
souls of people ever since whether they lived 
in the dark ages, the middle ages, the 
Renaissance, the age of reason, - the 
Victorian age or the present age of 
technology and science. 


THE STORY of the Church’s history that 
is to follow grows out of the implications of 
the original evangelization and the efforts to 
bring the message to every nation in the 
world. 


It is the record of the victory of the Holy 
Spirit working with the indomitability of the 
human spirit that all may know the delights 
of the kingdom of God. 


Discussion Points and Questions 
1. How do you believe young people can be awakened to faith? Discuss. 
2. Discuss this statement: “‘They (the early Christians) awakened others to faith by 


the depth of their own faith and their service to others.”’ 


still valid today? 


Do you believe this approach is 


3. Do you find joy in your worship? Discuss. 


4. What kinds of programs that call for commitment to those who need help exist in 
your parish? Are you and your family active in any of these programs? 


5. What is meant by being hg ee tet the Christian mystery come sy peceond! 


word’’? Discuss. 


«6. Discuss the possibilities of applying * “personal word”’ to the nucleus of the 1 family. | 
eT. Ask ee children wee . means to oo © : Ee to Mass. — 


id of ‘ani did. Saul the Pharisee ¢ come 


: place of both influence him? 


12. What happened to Saul i in Damascus? Reed AGS | oo 9. verses 5:6; 2-26. 
13. What kind of person was Paul the Apestler What was it in his. nature that made 


him become such a zealous Christian? 


14. In the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, read Chapter 11, verses 23-33. What do- 


you learn about Paul from this passage? — 


15. Discuss this statement: ‘‘His (Paul's) love knew no limits.”” 
16. Discuss this statement: “lt requires a knowledge of self which combines honesty 


with freedom to be who | am.’ 


Christian meditation 


We know God so little 


By Father Jerome Bevilacqua, OSA 


God has created all 
things good (Genesis 1:31). 
Everything we look upon is 
good in some respect. Since 
we all want what is good 
our will comes easily under 
the influence of what we 
see. 


But an unrestrained, in- 
discriminate tasting of the _ ‘ 
good things in life can dissipate and 
entangle our will in the secondary levels of 
reality and, thus, make us incapable of 
loving God with our whole heart and soul, 
our mind and all our strength. 


WE CAN glorify God through the good we 
see around us. Yet, how often do we do this? 
Is it not the more usual thing to simply 
become engrossed in the beauty of creation? 


“Living among his works, they strive to 
comprehend them and fall victim to 
appearances, seeing so much beauty. Even 
so, they are not to be excused: if they are 
capable of acquiring enough knowledge to 
be able to investigate the world, how have 
they been so slow to find its Master?’’ 
(Wisdom 13:7+) 


How often have you allowed delight in the 
beauty of creation to raise you to delight in 
the goodness of God? This consequent 
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turning from the contemplation of creation 
to the contemplation of the Creator seems so 
artificial. ‘‘But the knowledge of the Holy 
One—perception indeed!’’ (Proverbs 9:10) 


YET, THE reason why it seems so 
artificial is because we know so little of God. 
But the reason why we know him’so little is 
because we have thought of him so 
infrequently, considered him so abstractly 
and loved him so shoddily. 


Moreover, every new skill seems un- 
natural at first, in as much as the very 
strangeness of a new effort can be a 
humiliating reminder of how little we can do 
and, thus, make us feel artificial. Yet, ‘‘the 
path of life is to abide by discipline.’’ 
(Proverbs 10:17) 


Again, one of the reasons for our lack of 
attention to God is our constant absorption in 
His creation. Such an inversion of priorities 
does us a great deal of damage. 


WE ARE like people who try to live on 
salads because we never stay around for the 
main course of the meal. Then we wonder 
why we are so very unsatisfied, hungry and 
restless. 


We are like people who eat the husks and 
throw the corn away when after seeing the 
beauty of creation we fail to lift our minds 
and hearts to God in praise, adoration, and 
thanksgiving. 
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Talking Point—much ado about dirt 


‘SOAP’ is ‘lowest common denominator of American taste 


By Michael Newman, 
SC editor 


There we were. Several priests, 
including the chancellor of the 
diocese, several Protestant ministers, 
the communications committee of the 
Ecumenical Conference, the execu- 
tive director of the conference, the 
editor of the Southern Cross and a 
secular religion writer. 


And we were watching dirt on 
television. It was called SOAP, but 
somehow the title should be DIRT. 


AS PART OF the buildup to what is 
obviously going to be the season’s 
most talked of TV series, Channel 10, 
San Diego, put on a screening of the 
first three episodes for church people 
and others. 


We saw what amounts to the lowest 
common denominator of American 
taste that you could possibly cram into 
half-hour episodes. 


It includes the most vulgar in- 
nuendos and-situations which can be 


indulgence, for easy abortion, for 
parental abdication, — for childhood 
precociousness, and disregard for the 
feelings of others. 


It’s part of a national picture where 
everybody does his own thing, and 
the rest of the world be damned. 


It goes with a President who thinks 
you handle foreign affairs like a game 
of Monopoly, and a cabinet officer of 
the budget who seems a past master 
of the personal and family overdraft. 


In short, SOAP has no redeeming 
social features, and will probably be a 


success in an age when that is the 


hallmark. 


There is a hideous caricature of a 
black servant which it is hoped will 
make blacks rise up in indignation. 


There is a prevailing, execrable 
sense of immorality, offering an 
appalling example to all. 


There are puerilities» which | 
thought we left behind in grade 
school, and vulgarities which 1’d 


“SOAP will probably be a smash 
hit—at least for a short time. It goes 
along with a national craving for 
indulgence, for easy abortion, for 
parental abdication, for childhood 
precociousness and disregard for the 
feelings of others.’’ 


borrowed from All in the Family, 
Maude, Sanford and Son, That Was 
the Week that Was, and every soap 
opera currently running. 


It mixes them all-together in a 
hodge podge of scenes—which range 
from bedroom farce to kitchen 
brawl—and calls itself SOAP. 


And SOAP is probably just about 
where America is today. Having 
thrown off the bluestocking yoke 
which for so long governed the movie 
and TV business—while it envied the 
vulgarities of Britain and elsewhere— 
American television has now reached 
what we richly deserve: filthy farce 
served up as fun. 


There are dirty men, vulgar 
women. There’s fornication and 
adultery. There’s a sex-change 
character, a murderer-step-father, a 
philandering businessman and a 
philandering daughter, And there’s a 
grossly rude black. 


Then there’s an idiot sounding 
laugh track, which, we were assured 
came from a ‘‘live’’ audience. They 
must have been paid, all four of them, 
and suitably liquored up. 

SOAP will probably be a smash 
hit—at least for a short time. It goes 
along with a national craving for 
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hoped were forgotten in the restrooms 


of Junior High. ; : : 
_. THE LINES RANGE from the 


utterly vulgar (‘‘He’ll jump on to 
anything with a pulse’’) to some really 
funny gags. There is banality and 
smuttiness mixed with some sem- 
blance of life as it is somewhere, in 
some homes, presumably. ~~ 


Philip Corvo, program director of 
Channel 10, anda Catholic, told us he 
thought the themes are ‘‘very 
realistic, and that we have to live with 
them whether we like it or not.’’ 


But television has other alterna- 
tives. The picture recording industry 
has much more than this drivel to 
offer its public. 


THE NETWORK, ABC, _ has 
enough in its fortune to give us uplift 
instead of downgrade. But we won’t 
get it because the ratings will tell 
them we are watching this junk. 


And they will laugh, like that 
hideous soundtrack, all the way to the 
bank. 


As my colleague, Ed Wall, the 
editor of the Catholic newspaper of 
Chicago has written, ‘‘The manage- 
ment of ABC-TV has underscored its 
contempt for its own viewers, and for 
humanity in general in deciding to go 
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clothing, furniture, utensils, refrigerators, 
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CONTROVERSIAL COMEDY — These are the regulars of ‘‘SOAP”’ the 
much criticized ABC prime-time spoof of daytime TV soap operas to 
premiere Sept. 13. After a preview of the first three episodes, SC editor 
Michael Newman joins other Catholic newspaper editors in condemning 
the series in this week’s Talking Point. From left are Richard Mulligan, 


Cathryn Damon, Robert Guillaume, 


Mandan. —NC photo. 


ahead with its series called SOAP. 
ABC-TV’s interest is in making a 
buck.’’ 


And while the buck is worshipped, 
Ed, that’s the way it is. 


SOAP is a_ natural development 
down the slippery gradient of bad 
taste which has developed over recent 
years. There is no longer any pretense 
at offering viewers much in the way of 
programs which will raise and 
ennoble the human mind. 


The commercial system by which 
the networks operate calls for the 
lowest common denominator in crea- 
tivity because that is what is reflected 
in the ratings. 


In 1975, U.S. advertisers spent 
$5,272,000,000 on television adver- 
tising. In June, 1976, there were 708 
commercial television stations, and 
more than 71,000,000 homes with TV. 


When you couple the greed of big 
business with degenerated moral 
standards of our society, is it any 
wonder that we are served SOAP as a 
prime ‘‘adult’’ television entertain- 
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ment, in which murder, fornication, 
cheating, lying and fighting are made 
the subject of belly laughts? 


The moronic standard of the 
scenes, the blatantly immoral situa- 
tions and the accentuated intimate 
sex discussion—all done in high 
humor.of course—add up to a dish 
which shows a depraved palate. 


Which perhaps is where we are, in 
1977, in television fare. 


SO ABC GOT us in San Diego to 
look. They got bishops elsewhere to 


have previews. They have ‘‘allowed’’ 


many similar opinion leaders to see 
the show. 


But ABC have*not changed their 
minds about running it. Most 
comments from those gathered to 
watch it in San Diego were adverse, 
simply because there is no way that 
any morally mature person could 


approve of it. 


But does morality have any clout? 


There is always the hope that SOAP 
is so poor that it will soon go the way 
of Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman. 
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Vatican orders Jesuit to stop 
speaking about homosexuality 


NEW YORK (NC)—The 
Vatican has ordered Jesuit 
Father John J. McNeill, a 
leading advocate of liberali- 
zation of Church attitudes 
toward homosexuality, to 
stop making public state- 
ments, in word or print, on 
the subject. 


The order, from the Vati- 
can’s Doctrinal Congrega- 
tion, led to the cancellation of 
a scheduled talk by. Father 
McNeill at the Sept. 2-5 
national convention of Digni- 
ty, an organization for Cath- 
olic homosexuals. 


THE VATICAN office also 
directed the removal: of the 
‘timprimi potest,’’ or Church 
permission to publish, from 
future editions of The Church 
and the Homosexual, a book 
by Father McNeil published 
in 1976. 


According to Father Eamon 
Taylor, Father McNeil’s su- 
perior in the New York 
province of the Jesuits, the 
order was sent from the 
Vatican through Father Pedro 
Arrupe, Jesuit superior gen- 
eral, in mid-summer. 

The Si-year-old Father 
McNeill was informed of the 


directive on Aug. 26, Father 


Taylor said. Father McNeill, 
who is reported to have 
accepted the Vatican order, 
was not available for com- 
ment. 


The Vatican action ‘‘is not 
a canonical sanction or 
penalty or a condemnation of 
the man or his theological 
competence,’’ Father Taylor 
said. 


HE CALLED the decision a 


“wise one’’ and said it was 
taken ‘‘to avoid any further 


Poway CFS gets counselor 


POWAY—The Outreach 
Office of Catholic Family 
Services’ of San Diego in 
Poway now has a fulltime 
counselor and coordinator. 


Thomas Nelson has joined 
the Inland Valley Catholic 
Community Services here 
where the office was previ- 
ously staffed by a part-time 
coordinator and volunteers. 


Also joining the stafff is 
Father Paul Rodriquez who 
hold a Ph.D. in psychology. 
He and Nelson will supple- 
ment the counseling services 
provided by the San Diego 
CFS. 


Nelson, formerly with the 
CCS at'EIl Centro, has a 
master’s degree in psycho- 
logy, and is a licensed 
marriage, family and child 
counselor. 


He has three years experi- 
ence in the mental~health 
field and working for CCS. 


The main purpose of the 
agency is to provide profes- 
sional counseling services to 
North County residents, and 
to help the parishes set up 
programs such as premarital, 
natural family planning and 
unwed mothers counseling. 


confusion on the actual stand 
of the Church in_ this 
matter.”’ 


The Jesuit provincial said 
the ‘‘imprimi potest’’ does 
not imply approval of the 
content of a book, ‘‘but it is 
difficult to avoid the impres- 
sion that it does.”’ 


Father Taylor originally 
granted the permission to 


publish in 1974, after Father 


McNeill had made several 
requested cuviees in the 
book. 


IT WAS the second time 
that Father McNeill had been 
silenced on the subject of 
homosexuality. 


In 1974, before publication 
of The Church and the 
Homosexual, Father Arrupe 
ordered him not to lecture or 
write publicly about it until 
after his teachings could be 
examined. 


Following aablicstion of 
the book, however, he began 
promoting it. across the 
country, and expressing the 


view that the Church should, 


accept homosexual activity 
as morally good when it is 
based on authentic commit- 
ment of mutual love and 
respect. 


LATER Dignity’s board 
of directors took issue with 
the Vatican order during the 
organization’s convention in 
Chicago. 

A Dignity statement said 
the Vatican action symbol- 
ized “‘more eloquently than 
words the continuing op- 
pression of gay people in the 
Church and elsewhere.’’ 


‘Pope cannot retire’ 


VATICAN CITY (NC)—The Vatican 
daily newspaper said in a front page 
editorial Sept. 1 that Pope Paul cannot 
retire because of the singular, divinely 
established character of his office. 


“The ministry of Peter (papacy) 
cannot be confused with the presidency 
of a republic or with a managerial 
contract; nor can the Church be 
confused with a democracy,’’ wrote 
L’Osservatore Romano vice director 
Father Virgilio Levi. 


“The papacy is a permanent ministry 
which according to law can be 
interrupted before death only by the 
real impossibility of exercising it. 

‘IT IS ON these grounds that the 
hypothetical retirement (of the Pope) 
discussed in the text of canon law is 
based,’’ wrote the priest. 


The editorial marked the second time 
in three days that Father Levi had 
responded in the newspaper to rumors 
that Pope Paul might resign on his 80th 
birthday Sept. 26. 

_ The priest maintained the Pope is not 
in the same situation practically or 


| ‘Legal Notice |: 


theologically as bishops, whom the 
Pope himself urged to submit resigna- 
tions at age 75. 


‘*THEIR MINISTRY demands a type 
of physical energy, of total and 
ceaseless availability in all sorts of 
unforeseen circumstances which can 
only be maintained-with difficulty after 
a certain age,’’ said Father Levi. 


‘But the Pope’s ministry, besides 
being unique, is also different under 
many aspects,’’ he added. 


‘His is a task of direction from above 
demanding, more than physical. ener- 
gies, a quick and alert mind, a heart full 
of charity and a deep and proven 
experience to ‘confirm’ his brethren.’’ 


FATHER LEVI noted that only one 
Pope in history retired voluntarily. It 
was Pope St. Peter Celestine who 
retired in 1294 after only 122 days of 
chaotic reign. 

Pope Paul’s visit in 1966 to the castle 
where the retired Celestine was kept 
prisoner by his successor gave birth to 
the first rumors that Pope Paul himself 
would some day retire. 
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TT’S SCHOOL TIME—The diocesan educational team borrows a phrase from the book of 


Genesis, ‘‘Let There Be Light,’’ to 


signal the start of the fall school term. Here, 


members of the team light candles and give them to principals who will take them to 
their respective schools. From left are Sisters Gertrude Sullivan, Theodore Blake and 
rose Schmidt, all team members; Sister Regina, principal at St. Vincent de Paul School, 
Sister Rosemary Babbitt, principal at St. Michael’s, both San Diego, and Sister Patricia 


O’Connor, associate superintendent of schools—SC photo. 


CDA courts in diocese to meet 


The district meeting of the 
Catholic Daughters of Ameri- 
ca courts of the San Diego 
diocese will be held Saturday 
and Sunday, Sept. 10 and 11, 
at the Sheraton Inn-Airport. 


Chairman is Mrs. Jose- 
phine Ross, regent of the 
Court Teresa of Avila, Lemon 
Grove. Co-chairmen are Mrs. 
Beatrice Roiz, regent of the 
Court of Rose of Lima, Point 
Loma, and Mrs. Catherine 
Turskey, regent, , Court 


Mother of Divine Grace, 
Ocean Beach. 


Mrs. Rose Elinor Murphy,- 


state regent, and other state 
officers, will conduct work- 
shops for deputies, regents 
and book officers beginning 
at 10 a.m. Saturday. 


The program runs until 
dinner at 6:30 p.m. the first 
day, and resumes at 10 a.m. 
Sunday. The meeting ends 
after a noon brunch with 
presentation of a summary. 


Lakeside social center launched — 


LAKESIDE—After several 
years of work, promotion and 
prayer, parishioners of Our 
Lady of Perpetual Help 
church here have finally 
gotten construction under 
way for a new Social center. 


Groundbreaking for the 
$395,000 structure took place 
Aug. 28, with Msgr. Michael 
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E. Flynn, pastor, hoisting the 
first shovel-full of earth. 


The center will be two 
story and house two kit- 
chens, meeting rooms and 
offices, and have an audi- 
torium to seat 600 persons 
that can also be used for 


Diocese schedules 


a day of ministry 


Ministry day for the San 
Diego diocese is scheduled 
from noon to 7 p.m., Sunday, 
Sept. 18, at Academy of Our 
Lady of Peace in San Diego. 

It is part of ministry days 
programs to be held by the 
Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Carondelet throughout the 
Western Province this fall. 

The Sisters, clergy, lay 
persons and students will 
participate in the program 
designed to explain and 
improve the ministry of the 
Sisters who serve in schools, 
hospitals, parishes and col- 
leges. 

Sister Grace Ann, provin- 
cial superior, will speak on 
“Our Service as Ministry.”’ 
This will be followed by a 
panel discussion, “‘Religious 
Life—Present and Future.”’ 


Bishop Leo T. Maher is 
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ALVAREZ, Alejandro, Husband 
of Guillermina Alvarez, brother _ 
of Meliton Alvarez. 


Se Mass, August 31, Our Lady of August 30, Santa Sophia 
SG Guadalupe church. church. a 
Pa Goodbody’s lvy Chapel Goodbody’s Blyd. Chapel ° 


BARRETT, Donald F. Husband 
of Patricia Barrett, 
Judy Lynn Stead and Roxanna 
Hunter, son of Frances Barrett, 
eight grandchildren. Requiem 
September 


scheduled to celebrate the 
liturgy for the gathering. 


basketball. It is scheduled for 
completion early next year. 
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Into Thy hands, O Lord, we commend the spirits of 
these beloved ones who are gone before us into the 
realm of Thy eternal happiness and peace. — Amen. 


ANRO, Frank J. Father of Carl 
Anro, and Silvana Marcon, six 


Requiem grandchildren. Requiem Mass, 
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father of KEANE, Sister Mary Paschal, 
Sister of Mercy. Sister of Mrs. 
Bridie Mitchell, Madge Hus- 
sion, Katherine and William 
Keane. Requiem Mass, Septem- 


ber 1, Mercy Hospital Chapel. 
Goodbody’s Blvd. Chapel 
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‘Set’ of Vista 
altar boys 


By Dan Pitre 
SC staff writer 


VISTA—Father Roger Lechner pro- 
vided the initial spark and now his 
sparkplugs are igniting the love of 
Christ wherever they ga. 


There are two kinds of sparkplugs. 
But both groups are designed to help 
youth to see that ‘‘Christ is to be the 
spark of their life.’’ And they are to take 
that spark and use it to help others. 


“YOUTH HELPING youth,’’ is the 
whole idea behind the Sparkplugs, 
explains Father Lechner, associate 
pastor of St. Francis parish here. 


One group, of Sparkplugs is the 63 
altar boys at St. Francis. Adorned in 
their red insignia jackets—which Father 
Lechner says are more popular than Pop 
Warner football jackets—these fourth 
grade through high school students 
contribute special help to the needs of 
the parish in addition to serving at 
Mass. 


The other Sparkplugs have a trophy 
with a silver sparkplug on it. They 
number 42 and can be. found throughout 
the diocese and the nation with their 
more prominent member in Africa. 


FROM SIXTH graders on up these 
boys and girls and young adults take on 
projects to serve other less fortunate 
youth. 


The Sparkplugs of St. Francis parish 
meet at least once a month. On a 
rotating basis some are busy each 
Saturday washing church windows, 
planting trees, weeding, etc., in 
addition to serving Mass at weekends. 


The Altar Society payment for 
washing the church windows is added to 
funds from bake sales and other 
fund-raising ventures. 


ON THE PROCEEDS the Sparkplugs 
have been to Yosemite National Park 
the last two summers and on an 
overnight retreat at Old Mission San 
Luis Rey, near Oceanside. - 


The program help the altar boys feel a 
part of the parish, Father Lechner said, 
and enables the boys to see that their 
responsibility to the Church goes 
beyond serving at Mass. 


“It’s amazing. When you ask them to 
do something for the church they do it,”’ 
said Father Lechner. 


“1 CALL THEM together. Give them 
a project and follow up. And if they 
don’t know how to do it, 1 show them. 
They learn quickly and they do things 
right,’’ he added. 


One result of Father Lechner’s 
philosophy is a large stone fountain in 
‘tribute to St. Francis which the 
Sparkplugs built behind the rectory. 


‘They'd rather come here than go 
to the beach. It’s hard to believe,’’ said 
the Sparkplugs founder. 


In 1966 when he was assistant rector 
of St. Joseph Cathedral, San Diego, he 
organized the few altar boys into a 


| These Sparkplugs ignite th 
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FOUNTAIN OF YOUTH—The Sparkplugs of St.. Francis 
parish, Vista, gather around the stone fountain they built 
behind the parish rectory in tribute to the parish’s patron 


saint. Father Roger Lechner, center background, 


youth club. It was expanded by 
incorporating altar boys from other 
parishes. 


THROUGH A friend, Father Lechner 
learned of Robert Mawiniki of Kenya, 
Africa, who was in need of funds for his 
education. 


The priest told his ‘‘boys’’ about the 
youth and they donated $1 each month 
to send Robert to St. Mary’s Secondary 
School in Kenya. ia 


During his years as secretary to 
Bishop Leo T. Maher, Father Lechner 
adopted the name Sparkplugs. Boys— 
and girls—joined from several areas in 
the diocese. 


IN ADDITION to sending Robert 
Mawiniki to school, they organized a 
basketball team for underprivileged 
children, tutored children having diffi- 
culty in school and helped Boy Scouts in 
quest of the Ad Altare Dei awards. 


Once-a Sparkplug always a Spark- 
plug. One member is now dean of men 
at a Montana Catholic college and even 
a Sister has joined the group. 


‘| have used the example of Don 
Bosco and his love for youth,’’ Father 
Lechner said in discussing how he 
became interested in youth. ‘‘The love 
of the kids. Not being afraid. And 
wanting to show them.”’ 


“The future of the Church rests on 
how well the youth know the past and 


ae 


‘FUEL’ FOR SPARKPLUGS—Father Lechner and the Rev. Mr. Ramirez 
serve the Sparkplugs lunch at a group meeting in the parish hall. Most of 
them come attired in their red insignia jackets even in the heat of summer. 


TWO’S COMPANY...—A ‘‘set”’ of Sparkplugs use their energy to wash 


Sparkplugs founder, is assisted by the Rev. Mr. 
Fernando Ramirez, right center, a deacon, in leading the 
group of altar boys.—SC photos by Dan Pitre 


ie) 


windows of St. Francis church. It’s one of the ways the altar boys earn 
money for their club and at the same time contribute to parish needs. From 
left, Arnold Brassell, Matt Adams, Brendon Hayes, Mike Wulz and Tim 


Hawley. 


their being involved in the future. They 
want to be part of the Church right now. 
1 don’t know why they can’t. 


“ONE OF THE hardest things in the 
priesthood is priests’ relating to 
kids,’ he says. The priests are 
sometimes afraid of the kids and ‘‘the 


S 


ALTAR BOY MASS—Some of the 63 altar boys at St. Francis parish process 


collar’’ sometimes holds the kids back. 


But in his case, Father Lechner said, 
after the kids get to know him ‘“‘we can 
usually find a common denominator.” 


And this seems to be *‘mutual respect 
and admiration’’ in the words of a 
senior high school Sparkplug. 


in front of Father Lechner and the Rev. Mr. Ramirez during a Mass for the 
Sparkplugs. From left, first row, Lenny Pupping, Mark Harold, and Mike 
Duff; second row, Joe Napier and Moises Romo; third row, Pat Finnerty 


and Bob McCoy. 
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Bishop Leo T. Maher: 


Friday; Sept. 9, noon, 
Immaculata church, Mass of 
the Holy Spirit beginning the 
University of San Diego 
school vear. 


Around the diocese 


Saturday, Sept. 10, 10:30 
a.m., Basilica of Mission San 


Diego de Alcala, Golden 
Jubilee for Sister Mary 
Alphonsa. 


Bishop Gilbert E. Chavez: 


Sunday, Sept. 11, 11 a.m., 
Our Lady of Guadalupe 
church, Ontario, Mass. 


Clergy appointments, effective immediately: 
To be superintendent of schools: Father John D. Cuddigan, 


SJ. 


To,be secretary to Bishop Chavez: Father Gustavo Benson. 


To be pastor: 
Father John Keenan, 


St. 


Pius X church, Jamul. 


Father Vincent Waiches, St. Joseph church, Holtville. 
Father John Wheeler, St. Thomas Indian Mission, Ft. 


Yuma. 


To be associate pastor: 


City. 


Father James Anderson, St. Mary church, National 


Father Peter Borda, St. John church Encinitas. 
Father James Caldwell, St. Mary’s Star of the Sea church, 


Oceanside. 


Father Lawrence Simons, St. Mary church, El Centro. 
Father Amandus Hillmann, Our Lady of Guadalupe church, 


Calexico. 


Father Eugene Fischer, Our Lady of Grace church, El 
Cajon. 


September 9. 


The deadline for Around the diocese is six days 
before the desired date of publication. The deadline 
for Southern Cross issue of September 15 is Friday, 


Father Daniel Dillabough 
Secretary 


Mass for healing by Father Jerome Bevilacqua OSA, 7:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Sept. 13, St. Augustine High School chapel. 


CLASSI 


Immaculate Conception Fraternity of the Third Order of St. 
Francis will hold three regular meetings Sunday, Sept. 11 at 
1:30 p.m. at St. Joseph Cathedral in San Diego. Details: 
298-7038. 


First season meeting, Court Mystical Rose, Catholic 
Daughters of America, 8 p.m. Sept. 12, St. Francis de Sales, 
13th and Lime Sts., Riverside. 


Catholic Social Services, 20th anniversary dinner, 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, Sept. 16, National Orange Show Restaurant, San 
Bernardino, Bishop Leo T. Maher speaker. $9 per person. 
Details: 883-5834 or 882-1776. 


District meeting, Catholic Daughters of America courts of 
the San Diego diocese, Sept. 10, 11, Sheraton Inn—Airport, 
San Diego. Details: 466-6760. 


First season meeting, Olita Martin Mission Circle 
workshop, Court Mystical Rose, Catholic Daughters of 
America, Riverside, St. Catherine parish hall, Wednesday, 
Sept. 14. Details: 784-3475. 


Auditions Catholic Choral Society of San Diego, 9 a.m. to 
noon, Saturday, Sept. 10, at 1667 Santa Paula Dr., San Diego. 
Appointment and details: 291-6225. 


Trigger and Share, evening of Christian renewal with 
Father Bernard Cassidy, SJ, 7:30 p.m., Friday, Sept. 16, at 
4341 Mt. Jeffers Ave., San Diego. Details: 279-4495. 


Charismatic evening of renewal, 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
17, St. Mary Star of the Sea church hall, La Jolla, with 
speaker Clay Ford, of First Baptist Church, Chula Vista. 

Handicrafters meeting, Catholic Daughters of America, 
Court of Our Lady of Peace No. 1306, 10 a.m. Monday, Sept. 
12, at 1775 East 20th St., San Bernardino. 


Membership tea, University of San Diego Auxiliary, 
1:30-3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 14, Casa del Alcala, 
campus home of USD president, Dr. Author Hughes and Mrs. 
Hughes. 


Mass, luncheon meeting, La Jolla Deanery Council .of 
Catholic Women, 11:40 a.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13, Mass, North 
Chapel, Naval Training Center, followed by luncheon, 
Enlisted Men’s Club, NTC. Reservations: 233-1942 or 
223-8788. ; é 


Talk by CFS coordinator Bob Kamman, to Patrons, group 
for separated and divorced Catholics 7 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 11, 
St. Therese church hall. 
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Scripture study, Benedictine Sisters, 9 a.m.-noon, 
Wednesday, Sept. 14, Benedictine Convent of Perpetual 
Adoration, 3888 Paducah Dr., San Diego. 


.First season meeting, North Shores Catholic Women’s 
Club, 7:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 15, Pacific Recreation 
Center, La Jolla. Details: 454-1840. 


Benefit dance for St. Madeline Sophie Training Center, 
sponsored by Catholic Singles Club and Catholic Alumni 
Club, 9 p.m.-12:30 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 10, Portuguese Hall, 
Shelter Island, San Diego. Details: 459-0971. 


Mass, Luncheon meeting, Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women, Oceanside Deanery, Mass 11 a.m., followed by 
luncheon at 11:30 a.m., Wednesday, Sept. 14, St. Mary Star 
of the Sea church hall, Oceanside. Reservations: 722-8819. ~ 


Mass, luncheon meeting, San Bernardino Deanery Council 
of Catholic Women, 10 a.m. Thursday, Sept. 15, St. Joseph 
the Worker church, Loma Linda. Reservations: 822-6587. 


Mass, luncheon meeting, South Bay Deanery Council of 
Catholic Women, beginning at 10:30 a.m., Monday, Sept. 12, 
followed by Mass at 11:30 a.m. and lunch at noon, Our Lady 
of Carmel church, San Ysidro. 


Concert, 8 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 13, Blessed Sacrament 
church, San Diego, with organist John Nelson and soloist 


Eileen Blair. Details: 582-7348. 


ur story is simple... 


We seck to discover the mystery of 
Jesus in our lives among the sick. 
To touch and be touched in the 
healing ministry of mercy. If you 
share this desire, we invite you 
to seek information about us. 


Hospitaller Brothers 
Central Vocation Office of St. John of God 
St. Mary Desert 
Valley Hospital _ 
18300 Highway 18 
Apple Valley, Calif. 92307 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


0S SSE TS 


5 — BUSINESS SERVICES - 


ARMSTRONG CATERING 
SERVICE 
Wedding Receptions 
and 
Lunch and Dinner Parties 
284-8405 TFN 


CUSTOM ALUMINUM 

SCREENS & DOORS 
Tension screens rewired, any 
size. Rubber stamps. 280-7360 
anytime. TFN 


TREES, HEDGES 


Trimmed, pruned and-removed. , 


A specialty-not a sideline. For 
estimate call 234-1008. 


MASTIO RICHERT JEWELERS 
Authorized clock service for Seth 
Thomas, Ridgeway, Colonial and 
Herschede. TEN 
4669 Park Blvd.,S.D. 297-2360 


INDIAN JEWELRY 
50% off. Seeing is believing. 


Apache Trading Post. ‘‘it’s 
catching on.’ 6512 El Cajon 
Blvd., behind Daisy's. TFN 
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Southern Cross 


P.0. Box ca 
San Diego, CA 92138 


| To run your classified ad...fill in your 15 words and send 
| your check for $7.20. Your ad will run 4 consecutive weeks, 


g and reach 43,300 homes each week! 

i L 
1 | : 
I 

r 7 8 9 | 
yo 11 12 I 
I 13 14 15 i 
I 1 
y Name Phone | 
fj Address | 


1— PERSONALS, NOTICES 
2—CARD OF THANKS 
3—JN MEMORIAM 
4—LOST & FOUND 
5—BUSINESS SERVICES 
6— PRAYERS & THANKSGIVING 
7—INSTRUCTION & SCHOOLS 
9—BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
10—FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
11—SITUATIONS WANTED 
12 —JOBS FOR YOUTHS 
13-=HELP WANTED 
15—FURNITURE & APPLIANCES 
17—GUNS & AMMUNITION 
18— MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS 
19— MISCELLANEOUS 
20—GIVE AWAY 
+ 21—TRADES & SWAPS 
22 —WANT TO BUY 
25 —PETS & SUPPLIES 
26 —LIVESTOCK & SUPPLIES 
30 —WANT TO RENT z 
“32 COMMERCIAL RENTALS 
33 —NURSING, REST HOMES 
34 —ROOM & BOARD 
35 —RENTALS, ROOMS 
36 —RENTALS, APTS. FURN. 
38—RENTALS, APTS. UNFUR. 
40—RENTALS, HOUSES FURN. 


CLASSIFIED INDEX 


42 —RENTALS, HOUSES UNFURN. 
44 —RENTALS, MOBILE HOMES 
50—REAL ESTATE WANTED 

51 —REAL ESTATE TRADES 
52—LOTS & ACREAGE 

53 — APARTMENTS CONDOMINIUMS 
54—INVESTMENT PROPERTY 
55—RANCHES & FARMS : 

56 —INCOME, COMMERCIAL PROPERTY 
57 — MOUNTAIN PROPERTY 

58— HOUSES FOR SALE 

59— MONEY WANTED 

60—LOANS, TRUST DEEDS 

65 —BOATS & SUPPLIES 

67 — UTILITY & VACATION TRAILERS 
68 — MOBILE HOMES & TRAILERS 
69— MOBILE HOME LOTS 

70— MOBILE HOME PARTS 

71 —MOTOR HOMES 

72—CAMPERS 

73 —AIRPLANES 

74—BIKES & CYCLES 

75 — RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 

76— TRACTORS, FARM EQUIPMENT 
77—MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT 
78—TRUCKS 

79—AUTO PARTS & SERVICE 

80— AUTOMOBILES 

81 —VANS 


TEN. 


McFarland Construction, inc. 
If it improves your home, we do 
it. Landscaping, block walls, 
remodeling, concrete. Sm. Lic. 
Contr. Offers personal touch. 

Phone 464-2411. Lic. #315278 
-TFN 


LANDSCAPING, Block Walls, 

complete home remodeling, con- 

crete work. Free estimates, 

reasonable prices. 

A. Crisafulli-Licensed contractor 
465-4287 TFN 


DELANEY AND PFIFER 
Painting and Spray-On 
Acoustical Ceilings 
Local contractor 


298-2002 TFN 


ROOF LEAK? 
Phone 264-0404, 474-6004 for 
free estimate. All types of 
residential and commercial roofs. 
San Diego Insulation and 
Roofing Co. 

1726 Wilson Ave., National City 

TEN 


DISTINCTIVE DESIGNS 
wedding and party flowers 
“Especially for You"’ 
Donetta Hoefer, owner 


466-2028 8/1 


7—INSTRUCTION & SCHOOLS 


Reading, Spelling, Math Pro- 
blems? Tutoring Service-Power- 
line System-Perception Based- 
Reading, Math Specialists-Dra- 
matic Results. Children’s Learn- 
ing Lab, 454-7083 11/3 


9 — BUSINESS 


OPPORTUNITIES 


WANTED MAILERS earn $200 
to $500 per month as an affiliated 
mailer details $1 (Refundable) 
Affiliated Mailers. P.O. Box 
1054. Ontario, CA 91762 9/22 


t Needa ROOFER? 
p CALL JP, WITHEROW 


Serving San Diego 40 Years 


CARPET CLEANING Service, 


Von's Schrader dry-foam 
method, fast, efficient, reason- 
able. Call 566-2615. 9/22 


10—FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


GOODBODY’S BLVD. CHAPEL 
5027 ElCajon Blvd. 582-1700 
TEN 


GOODBODY’S IVY CHAPEL 
37 Ash St. 582-1700 TFN 


BEARDSLEY FUNERAL HOME 
1818 Sunset Cliffs Blvd. 223-8100 
TFN 


11 — SITUATIONS WANTED 


EXPERIENCED SECRETARY 
available to work for the Catholic 
Diocese. Previous experience 
with Catholic Diocese. 729-8311 

9/8 


ACCOUNTING CLERK-Student 
seeking entry level job. Ac- 
counting |, typing, 10-key, 
electronic calculator. Available 
immediately, must ask for room 
208, 239-2663 9/15 


YOUNG FAMILY MAN 
Needs hauling and tree work 
T. Northcutt 277-6484 

TFN 


RECTORY COOK—Experienced 
Southern Cross, P.O. Box 81869, 
San Diego, CA 92138 Dept. A. 


aiglious 


13 — HELP WANTED 


FULL-TIME EXPERIENCED 
secretary for Diocesan office, 
office skills, typing, some short- 
hand. Call 291-6225. 9/15 


Use Classified Ads 


297-4701 


HOUSEKEEPER/COOK, care 


for elderly lady. Live-in with 
daughter’s family. Room/board. 
$55 a week. Call 271-4564. 10/6 


WANTED MATURE COUPLE to 
live in and manage 10-unit 
apartment. Begin October 1. Call 
224-5984. References. 9/15 


15 — FURNITURE 
& APPLIANCES 


USED side-by-side Coppertone 
refrigerator, 41’’—$195. New 
refrigerators for $239 up. Used 
electric ranges $65 up. Air con- 
ditioners at cost or close out. 
New and used microwave from 
$199 up. Anderson Supply, 2545 
El Cajon Blvd. (2 blocks east of 
Texas), 299-8291 TFN 


WASHER, DRYER AND 

REFRIGERATOR REPAIRS. 
If you have a sickie, call Doc 
Anthony for prompt and efficient 
service. Also reconditioned 
washers, dryers and refrigera- 
tors, guaranteed 4 months and 
3 year warranty. 

ANTHONY’S APPLIANCE 
2310 30th St:, San Diego 
283-4233 

TFN 


USED APPLIANCES Odd hoods 
for ranges, used electric stoves. ~ 
built-in ovens, microwave ovens. 
KITCHEN DESIGN CENTER 
Anderson Supply 
2545 El Cajon Blvd. 


San Diego, 298-8291 TFN 


19 — MISCELLANEOUS 


WEDDING DRESS, white lace, 
traditional design, size 12, $50, 


298-8070 after 2 p.m. TFN 

20 — GIVE AWAY 

FREE BOOKS, records, gift 

catalogs. Merchants of Light 

Book Store, 2972 Madison, 

Carlsbad, CA 92008. 279-1780. 
10/6 


22 — WANT TO BUY 


"281-3717 
“TEN 


PIANO WANTED 


25 — PETS & SUPPLIES 


ALL-BREED DOG GROOMING 
Complete grooming service and 
supplies for all dogs large and 
small. . 

. ADOG’S WORLD 

2324% 30th St., San Diego 


280-4880 TFN 
35 — RENTALS, ROOMS 
ROOM FOR RENT. WITH 


blocks walk. Reasonable. 466- 
7907 9/15 


38 — RENTALS, 
APTS. UNFURN. 


NEW APT. 2 br., wash room, 
ceramic tiles, Downtown area. 
O.L.of R. church. No pets, child 
okay, water paid. Call 234-1082 
after 6 p.m. 9/15 


58 — HOUSES FOR SALE 


some furniture, 
children’s playground, doll 
house, etc. Fletcher Hills area 
466-7907 9/15 


79 — AUTO PARTS & SERV. 


ATO ZAUTO CLINIC, tune ups, 
engines overhauled, brakes re- 


built motors, electrical works, 

transmissions, valve jobs. 

A. Vislosky 

5468 El Cajon Blvd. 

286-3823 TFN 
80 — AUTOMOBILES 

1973 AUDI 100LS, 2-Dr., 4- 
speed, rebuilt engine has 2000 
mi. $3,000, or best offer. 
- 297-2640. 9/22 
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Catholic upbringing helped 
career, says Danny Thomas 


By John Butler 


ALBANY, N.Y. (NC)—He was once 
arrested by the Highway Patrol, according to 
his good friend Bob Hope, for driving a car 
with stained glass windows. And, the. story 
goes, when his car door opens a buzzer goes 
off that won’t stop until you dip your hand in 
holy water. 


The unusual automobile belongs to 
hook-nosed entertainer, stand-up comic and 
humanitarian Danny Thomas, who has been 
described jokingly as ‘‘the West Coast 
distributor of humility.”’ 


YET THOMAS, who as a young man 
vowed to build a shrine to St. Jude if he 
found direction in his confused life, is not 
always comfortable with the religious image 
that has been part of his show: business 
career ever since he was plucked from a 
northside Chicago club to become a 
Hollywood star. 


‘ have never tried to fool the public 
which I think is one reason for my success in 
show business, said Thomas in an interview 
with The Evangelist, the Albany diocese 
newspaper. 


‘1am not holier than thou. I’m just a man 
with the normal failings of any other man,”’ 
Thomas allowed. ‘‘But I believe in the Lord 
and the basic teaching to love one another as 
you would yourself.”’ 

THE FACT THAT he was raised a 
Catholic (one of nine children) by stern but 
loving Lebanese parents has, nevertheless, 


Film portraits of handicapped 


Patricia Neal will host a 


greatly affected the direction of his career. 


“It has influenced the caliber of material 
that 1 use in my nightclub act or on 
television,’’ Thomas said. 


‘Anyone can get a laugh for using four 
letter words, but that is not art. 1 am not a 
goody-two-shoes, but there are always 
children in my audience because they know 
they won’t hear anything shocking.”’ 


HIS DEVOTION to St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital in Memphis, Tenn., 
which he founded and has spent his life 
trying to maintain, is also a direct result, he 
said, of his mother’s influence. 


‘‘My mother vowed to the Blessed Mother 
that she would go door to door to collect 
money for the poor if her baby would survive 
arat bite. The doctor said it was impossible, 
but it happened,’’ Thomas remembered. 

‘‘Because my mother fulfilled her promise 
and begged money for over a year, | think | 
was able to fulfill my vow to Jude.”’ 

Thomas’s entertainment career and work 
for the hospital have melted into one and are 
now virtually synonymous. Every time you 
see his face on a television commercial, for 
example, the hospital makes money. 


‘“SSOMETIMES I don’t know where my 
vocation ends and my obligation begins,’’ he 
declared. ‘‘I honestly believe that the reason 
1 was born was to be the catalyst for the 
construction and maintainence of the 
children’s hospital.’’ 

The comedian accepts the challenge and 
has set the goal of raising $300 million for a 


on PBS 


‘‘compelling’’ documentary 
on public television Thurs- 
day, Sept. 15, about six 
handicapped children ‘who 
are learning to function 
within their limitations. 


‘Including Me’’, will air 
from 9 to.10 p.m. on PBS 
channels. In the San Diego 
diocese viewing area the 
stations are KPBS-15, San 
Diego; KVCR-24, San Ber- 
nardino; and KCET-28, Los 
Angeles. 


IN REVIEWING the docu- 


and Broadcasting of the U.S. 
Catholic Conference wrote: 


‘‘Through these compel- 
ling film portraits, the stere- 
otypes usually associated 
with the handicapped are 
replaced with positive 
images of some special 
people whose feelings and 
desires are no different from 
our own. 


‘Besides challenging our 
attitudes toward this subject, 
the program is also designed 
to explain the meaning of the 
new law (Education for All 


which requires every public 
school system to provide an 
equal education for all chil- 
dren, even the most severely 
handicapped. 


“SOME CITIES (including 
San Diego and San Bernar- 
dino) will have live follow-up 
programs immediately after 
the national broadcast so that 
viewers may talk by phone 
with educators and officials 
about how the new law will 
affect their local commun- 
ity.” 


|ACE DRUG GO. 


Danny Thomas in his recent TV series 
“The Practice’’. 


hospital trust fund. ‘‘l have to get the 
hospital maintained in perpetuity before 1 
die,’’ he said. 

Danny Thomas has received numerous 
awards and honorary degrees for distin- 
guished service to the hospital. 


On the 


SCFCCHS 


From U.S. Catholic Conference 


THE BAD NEWS BEARS IN BREAKING 
TRAINING—In this mediocre and _ senti- 
mental sequel to last year’s popular if often 
tasteless saga of the misadventures of an 
inept Little League team, the Bears, minus a 
coach, go to Houston to play in the 
Astrodome. 


Though the foul language so prominent in 
the original has been toned down, there are 
still lapses enough (a predilection for 
bathroom humor, jokes at the expense of the 
mentally retarded, the boys pouring 
delightedly over Playboy) to make the film 
questionable material for younger viewers. 
For adults. (PG) ‘ 


THE KENTUCKY FRIED MOVIE—a col- 
lection of sketches spoofing television and 
movies. It is funny often enough on a 
slapstick level, but unfortunately it is too 
often either tasteless or sinks into outright 
pornography. Condemned. (R) 


A look at books 


ROME: THE ENCHANTED CITY by Frank 
J. Korn. Huntington, IN, Our Sunday Visitor 
Press. 367 pages, $6.95pb. 

Some years ago, Frank Korn, his wife and 
three sons were sent to Rome for a year of 
study on a Fulbright scholarship. They fell in 


love with the city, and this unique guidebook - 


is the result of that year and numerous visits 
since. 

It is a highly personal look at the districts 
and monuments that make up the city of 
Rome. The author tells his readers of the 
many things that individually and col- 
lectively make Rome such a special city. 


They come alive because of his personal 


reaction to each event. 

If you have been to Rome, you will love 
this book. If you are going to Rome, this 
volume will make your pilgrimage all the 
more worthwhile. Recommended. 


~ St. Vincent de Paul =, 


Expert Prescription Service 
Richard A. Sunkel, Prop. 
820 West Washington 


THE CHURCH GOES WEST by Myron J. 
Fogde. Consortium Books, P.O. Box 9001, 
Wilmington, NC 28401. 231 pages, $9.50. 


Dr. Fogde, an expert in Protestant history 
in the western part of the United States, 
contributes this interesting volume to the 
“Faith of Our Fathers’’ series. 


The mainline Protestant denominations 
are his interest, and he chronicles how they 
spread to the West from the urban East, 
especially in the latter part of the 19th 
century.-His treatment of Catholicism is 
relatively objective, and at the least, it is 
interesting to see ourselves as others see us. 


This series, when completed, will be an 
eight volume “‘history of America not taught 
in our schools...’” It is popular Relinious 
history at its best.’ 


Father Charles Dollen 
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‘Including Me’ will be Phone 295-2131 


repeated on KPBS-1S at 5 
p.m. on Saturday and Sun- 
day, Sept. 17 and 18, and on 
KVCR-24 at 5 p.m. Sept. 17 
and at noon Monday, Sept. 
19. 


mentary, the Office for Film Handicapped Children Act) 


Show notes... 


“Sing your praise to Him,’’ TV Mass for shut-ins, 7:30 a.m. 
Sundays, KCST-39, San Diego. 


“Focus Five’’, ecumenical program, 6:55 a.m. Monday- 
Friday, KGTV-10, San Diego. 

Christopher Closeup, religiously-oriented TV talk show, 
6:25 a.m. Fridays, KGTV-10, San Diego. 


‘Insights’, TV religious drama, Paulist Productions, 10 
a.m. Sundays, KMIR-36, Palm Springs. 


| PP eR Te RTP TIPE ible i rfect gift 
Why buy substitutes when you can buy the best at... The Bible e the ne : g 
for any special occasion. 


: SAUSAGE 


Dentures 


/ 

EASY CREDIT TERMS on approved credit for 
Dental Plates, Partial Plates and Removable Bridges. 
All credit handled by our office. 

No Bank or Finance Co. involved. 


Publish yor 
Fictitious Name notices 
in the Southern Cross 


New American Bible 
Catholic Fireside Edition 


a 


New Dental Plates 
In One Day 


For anyone short of time...in most cases, if you arrive before 
10 o'clock, we can deliver your plates by 5:30 the same day. 


Limited stock available at FAST PLATE REPAIRS: ONE HOURIN Most cases 


Southern Cross office 


LET US HELP YOU 


If you are eligible for dental work under your 
Dental Insurance Plan. 


Dr. JC-Campbell 


ENTIST 


Special offer 
for 
Southern Cross 
subscribers 


NOW ONLY 


$1925 
POSTPAID 


$39.95 © ) 


Publishers Retail Price 


Two ground floor offices in 


SAN DIEGO 


MISSION HILLS 
811 W. Washington St. 
DAILY 9-6 297-4301 


Da CAMPBELL 


; ALL PRODUCTS MADE HERE ber et gape ras 
{ #2 - CHULA VISTA #3-LAMESA be aiken Gross 1027 6th AVENU 
| 319 3rd Ave. 7097 University Ave. | P.0. Box 81869 | ; BETWEEN BROADWAY & C ae 
' : MA ol Se DAILY 26:30 eos | Enclosed i bat) apnea order for$ | 3795 30th STREET PHONE Re ue 
9 ALL STORES OPEN FRI. 3-8 CLOSED SUN. & MON. 1 to:cover the cost of FIRESIDE FAMILY BIBLES PHONE 296-6195 Trice crear Soe 
\ 40 VARIETIES to be shipped postpaid to: | peat 
! OLD WORLD SAUSAGE-COLD CUTS-LUNCHEGN MEATS | WAME SoS ix : 370 “‘D” STREET, SAN BERRAROIE 
4 Hickory-smoked. All Meat fillings in natural casings. tee —— | Phone 888-4222 
Sere Dicge s Ce wines 1 ort ee iene OFFICES IN OTHER CALIFORNIA CITIES 


J 


